The Book of Daniel Chapter 9

Introduction

In this time of great deception and degradation of Church doctrines, it is imperative that we keep the Word of God and forsake all speculation, which is in contrary to it. I ask no one to believe what I have written, I ask that you do your own study and compare these things with the scriptures (like the bereans -Acts 17:11) to see if they are true or not. Test all doctrines to see that they are not “out of context”, but that all passages are in context, and quoted accurately. One of the fundamental rules of hermeneutics is that “all” of the scriptures must be considered, and each one in harmony with the others. By the Grace and by the working of the Holy Spirit of Yahweh in us, we can discern what is true and what is not. It is vital in sound exegesis that we make sure that our interpretations come from the scriptures (from Yahweh), and not from the mind of man. For the scriptures is not subject to our private and personal interpretations. Let us all pray for divine guidance and wisdom when we study Yahweh's Holy Word. Amen.

The Book of Daniel is one of the most important prophetic books of the Old Testament, essential as an introduction to New Testament prophesy dealing with Israel, the "times of the Gentiles" as well as, the manifestation of the man of sin, the Great Tribulation, the second coming of Christ, the resurrection, and the judgments. Daniel's visions encompass the whole period of Gentile world rule to its destruction and the setting up of the Messianic kingdom. 

Chapter Outline

· Daniels prayer verse 1-19

· Gabriel’s visit verse 20-23 

· The seventy weeks verse 24-27

Daniel Chapter 9:1-23

After the Persian conquest of Babylon, Daniel prayed to Yahweh on behalf of both houses of Israel in exile (Judah and Efrayim). Daniel had understood from the scripture scrolls, according to the word of Yahweh given to Jeremiah (Yirmeyahu) the prophet (Jer 25:11-12) that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years (9:2). Daniel confessed the nation’s sinful and rebellious condition and acknowledged that they had justly suffered the covenant curses threatened by Moses (Deut 28:15-68). He then asked God to forgive the nation’s sins and once again look with favor on desolate Jerusalem. While Daniel prayed, the Angel Gabriel appeared to him and in answer to Daniel’s prayer came this great prophecy. His prayer to God is dated at 538 B.C., the very year that Cyrus of Persia issued his decree making it possible for some of the captives to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1:1-4).

The Scope

Daniel 9:24

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people (The Jews) and upon thy holy city (the city of Jerusalem), to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. (KJV)

This prophecy answers Daniels prayer (9:3-21), not just with reference to near history, but by giving the whole future of Israel until the final end of the age. The focus of this prophecy is Israel (both houses) - "thy people" (Daniel's people, the Jews) and “upon thy holy city” (Jerusalem). The entire 70 weeks are “determined,” said to concern Israel and Jerusalem. The key word here is “determined.”

The word “determined” is the Hebrew word “chathak” (Strong's #H2852). According to Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew lexicon, it means: "to divide, to determine; to be determined, to be decreed, to be settled, to be marked out." The idea is a definite predetermined period of time, marked out to accomplish God’s purpose. The purpose is clearly stated in all aspects of this prophecy. It also includes the accomplishments of Messiah at both His first and second advents.

The completion of the 70th week (shabua) will take place at the end of the seven-year tribulation period with the second coming (advent) of Messiah (Rev 19:11-21). But, concerning this final week of prophecy there are two entirely different interpretations that are held today by theologians and scholars—the FUTURIST (Dispensationalist) interpretation and the FULFILLED (Historicist) interpretation. I will discuss these two different views later in the study. 

The events remaining in verse 24: “to finish transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up the vision and prophecy,” are future events that have not happened yet. These future events will be fulfilled with the second advent of Messiah. Contrary to the FULFILLED (Historicists) interpretation; transgression, sin, and unrightiousness still exist and are just as real today as they were before Messiah was crucified. In other words, the cruxifiction of Messiah did not put an end to sin and transgressions then.War, murder, adultery, fornication, robbery, all sort of evil and wickedness are still evident in everyday life. So, the first 3 are only fulfilled in principle at Messiah’s first advent, and will be fulfilled in full at His second advent. The last 3 also complete the plan at His Second Advent.

· To finish the transgression: To bring in final and full atonement to end sin once and for all (Heb 9:24-26), particularly Israel’s unrighteousness. 

· To make an end of sins: to judge it with finality through Christ (Rom 3:23-26) at the end.

· To make reconciliation for iniquity: Between Israel and Yahweh by providing the actual basis of washing away sin (full atonement) with the blood of the crucified Messiah who is to be “cut off” (Rom 5:11; 2nd Cor 5:18-19; Heb 2:17, 10:12; 1st John 2:2; Zech 13:1).

· To bring in everlasting righteousness: Eternal life for Israel in righteousness towards Yahweh (Isaiah 60:21). An end to Israel’s rebelliousness towards God in its long trend of apostasy and Idolatry throughout the ages (Dan 9:11).

· To seal up the vision and prophesy: To seal up and fulfill all the prophecies concerning Israel and the Messiah; who will bring Daniel’s people final atonement and an end to their iniquity. Therefore no more revelation or prophecy is needed. God will bring this to completion with the fulfillment of Israel’s history at the end of time. 

· To anoint the most Holy: According to some scholars and theologians there are different views concerning the word “Holy” in this prophetic statement. Some say that it means until the millennium kingdom comes and the most Holy (Messiah) is anointed on David’s throne. Others say it means to anoint (consecrate) the Holy of Hollies (Yahweh’s throne / Mercy Seat /Ark of the Covenant) in a temple of the future (Ezekiel’s Temple) that will be the center of worship during the millennial reign of Messiah (Ezek 40-48; Zech 14:16-17; Isaiah 60:1-22).

The Most Holy
According to Rabbi Moshe and the Restoration Scriptures (True Name Edition) Study Bible the word “Holy” is a translation from the Hebrew word “Kadosh” meaning “set-apart” which can refer to a person, a place, or to a thing. For example, in Daniel 8:13 it is used in reference to a person “Then I heard one Kadosh speaking”. In Daniel 8:11 it is used in reference to a place (sanctuary) “and His Kadosh Place was cast down”. In Daniel 9:17 it is also used in reference to Yahweh’s sanctuary “Your Kadosh –Place that is desolate”. In Daniel 9:20 it is used in reference to a mountain “for the Kadosh Mountain of my God”. In Daniel 9:24 in the beginning of the verse it is used in reference to the city of Jerusalem “upon your Kadosh city” but at the end of verse 24 “and to anoint the Most Kadosh” it does not specify as to what is in reference to, a person, a place, or a thing. This can be interpreted by some as to anoint the Most Holy referring to Messiah or to anoint the Most Holy place, which is the Holy of Hollies (Yahweh’s throne) in the Temple.

The word “Holy” According to Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew lexicon is the Hebrew word “qodesh” (Kodesh) (Strong's # H6944) it means: apartness, holiness, sacredness, separateness 1.of God 2.of places 3.of things, set-apartness. 
The word “Holy” According to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible is also the Hebrew word “qodesh” (Kodesh) (H6944) it means: a sacred place or thing; rarely abstr. Sanctity:--consecrated (thing), dedicated (thing), hallowed (thing), holiness, (X most) holy (thing), sanctuary. This word “qodesh” (Kodesh) according to the above definition corresponds to, or describes a place or a thing but not a person. This word is used in Daniel 8:11, 9:17, 9:20, and in 9:24 at the beginning of the verse as well as at the end of the verse “to anoint the Most Holy” implying to a place. 
When referring to a person, according to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, a different Hebrew word is used. The word used to describe a person in Daniel 8:13 is the Hebrew word “qadosh” (Kadosh) (H6918), which means: Sacred (ceremonially or morally); (as noun) God (by eminence), an angel, a saint, set apart:--holy, Holy One, saint. We see this word “Kadosh” also used in Isaiah 60:9 and 60:14 when referring to “the Holy One of Israel” the Messiah.

If  “the Most Holy” in verse 24 is in fact in reference to Messiah then the question comes to mind as to why anoint Messiah again? Does He not already hold the title of Yahshuah Ha Moshiach the anointed one of Yahweh? Unless, given that at His second coming He will hold the title of King of Kings and will need to be anointed accordingly just like David was. However, scripture says that Messiah already holds the title of King of Kings and Lord of Lords (1st Tim 6:15; Rev 1:5, 17:14, 19:16). Also, why would Messiah reign from David’s throne during the millennium period as some scholars say? For the most part, according to scripture, Yahweh’s throne or dwelling place on earth has always been the Mercy Seat (The Ark Of The Covenant) in the Holy of Hollies and not on any of man’s earthly throne. Perhaps since Messiah is from the line of David (Matt 1:1-16) He is an heir to the throne of David and will reign from there in the millennium kingdom. Still, other scholars say that David will once again reign from his throne during the millennium period. If this is true then how can Messiah and David reign from the same throne at the same time? Not possible, therefore Messiah’s throne would have to be on the Mercy Seat in the Holy of Hollies. 
If  “the Most Holy” in verse 24 is in fact in reference to the anointing of the Mercy Seat (Yahwehs’s throne) in the Holy of Hollies then this future Temple (Ezekiel’s Temple; Ezekiel chapters 40-48) will be located in the very center of Yahwehs’s city called YHWH Shammah, which means “The Lord is There” (Ezek 48:35). This is the city that Messiah will reign from during the Millennial Kingdom and the city where all the people of the earth will come and worship Him (Isaiah 60:1-22, Zech 14:9, 16-21). This future Temple and the (long lost) Ark of the Covenant will have to be anointed or consecrated before Messiah can enter it, and reign from it, in the beginning of His millennial reign. Why? Perhaps it may have to do with the fact that in the middle of the 70th week the Temple (The Holy of Holies) will be desecrated by the antichrist (Matthew 24:15). We see an example of this rededication or consecration of the Temple after Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated it, hence the Hanukah story (Daniel 11:30-32).

Do not confuse this city with “The New Jerusalem” the Holy city, which descends down from heaven in the book of Revelation (Rev 21:10). In “The New Jerusalem” there will be no temple; Yahweh and the Lamb are its temple (Rev 21:22).

Regardless to which of the two “the most Holly” is in reference to in verse 24 this event will still be fulfilled at the end of the 70th week.

Yahweh’s Unconditional Promises

At this determined time set by Yahweh; all the unconditional promises, which He had made to Israel in the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 12:1-3, 15:7-21, 17:1-21); the Levitic Covenant (Num 25:10-13); the Davidic Covenant (2nd Sam 7:16); and the New Covenant (Jer 31:31-34) will be finally fulfilled. Not until the consummation of Israel’s history and after Satan is cast down into the lake of fire (Rev 20:7-10) will there be an end to sin.
The 69 Weeks

Daniel 9:25

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince (of peace) shall be seven weeks (7x7 = 49 years), and threescore (60 years) and two weeks (2 years): the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. (KJV)

From the commandment




Unto the Messiah 

to restore and to build                                                             (entered Jerusalem 32 A.D.)
Jerusalem 445 BC

         The 69 Weeks






7
   62 Weeks


       
49 years    



          62 Years

                        Until the end of the restoration of Jerusalem                   

The angel Gabriel admonishes the reader to “Know therefore and understand” that there is a starting point and several reference or focal points within the 70 weeks (490 year) period. Yahweh has determined certain events to take place or unfold throughout history at these focal points. 

The clock begins in 445 BC with the command given by Arterxerxes regarding Jerusalem’s reconstruction of the city and its wall (Neh 2). Understand that this is not the same command given by King Cyrus years before to rebuild the temple of Yahweh under the leadership of Zerubbabel.  See The Restoration Period. 

With the starting point established at the “Going forth of the command” our next touch point is, “Unto Messiah the Prince” with a defined time period between the two points; “Seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks” totaling 483 years (7x7+62x7=483). 
In other words, the 483 year period is segmented into 2 periods.  The first being 7 weeks or 49 years and the second being 62 weeks or 434 years totaling 69 weeks or 483 years. The first 49 year period is described in the book of Nehemiah regarding the restoration of Jerusalem and the second focal point of the prophecy, 434 years after, occurs when Messiah enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey (Matt 21: 4-9).

 

· 1st return to Jerusalem: The 1st year of Cyrus 538 BC, the mission of 

Zerubbabel (Ezra 1:1-11).

· 2nd return to Jerusalem: The 7th year of Artaxerxes 458 BC, the mission of 

Ezra (Ezra 7:6-9).

· 3rd return to Jerusalem: The 20th year of Artaxerxes 445 BC the mission of Nehemiah (Neh 2:1-9).

As told in the book of Nehemiah and the book of Ezra, the last part of the prophesy in verse 25 “The street shall be built again, and the walls, even in troublous times” was a remarkable construction accomplishment made by the Jews despite their internal conflicts, and the constant threat of war from the neighboring occupants of Jerusalem (Neh 4-6), it happened just as the angel Gabriel foretold.
A Brief History

Yahweh had originally brought Israel out of Egypt in the Exodus (1445 BC). He told his people that if they chose to break their covenant with Him, He would again allow other nations to take them into slavery (Deut 28:64-68). In spite of Yahweh’s repeated warnings Israel and Judah chose to reject Him and to participate in the worship of foreign god’s, in addition to committing the abominable practices which accompanied idolatry (1st Kings 12:25-2nd Kings 25:30; Jer 2:7-13). True to His promise, Yahweh brought the Assyrians and the Babylonians to issue his chastisement upon Israel and Judah. In 722 BC the Assyrians deported the 10 northern tribes and scattered them all over their empire (2nd Kings 17:23-41; Isa 7:8). Several centuries later, in 605-586 BC, Yahweh used the Babylonians to tear down and nearly depopulate Jerusalem. The Babylonians conquered Jerusalem taking 10,000 of the leading people into captivity. Further uprisings finally led to the destruction of the city and its wall. In total there had been three deportations from Jerusalem into Babylon. Because Judah had persisted in her unfaithfulness to the covenant, Yahweh chastened his people with 70 years of captivity in Babylon (Jer 25:11, 29:10-14; Dan 9:2). 

The restoration period (Daniel 9:25)

The restoration period (not the commandment) commenced in 538 BC one year after the defeat of Babylon by the Persian monarch Cyrus (539 BC-530 BC). In the first year reign of Cyrus king of Persia (538 BC) in order to fulfill the word of Yahweh spoken by Jeremiah (Jer 25:11-12, 29:10-14), Cyrus issued a proclamation to allow the Jews to return from Babylon to Jerusalem, and rebuild the Temple of their God (Ezra 1:1-3). The Cyrus Cylinder inscription recovered by archeologists, dating from the first year of Cyrus the Great rule over Babylon, details his famous edict permitting the Jewish people to return to their homeland. As there had been three waves of deportation from Israel into Babylon in 605 BC, 597 BC, and 586 BC, so there were actually three returns to Jerusalem. 

First Return to Jerusalem

Under the leadership of Zerubbabel, rather then Cyrus’ political appointee Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah (Ezra1: 8, 11), and the spiritual guidance of Joshua the High Priest, the first group of Exiles was led from Babylon to Jerusalem and into Judah in 538 BC (Ezra 2:1-70). King Cyrus first appointed Sheshbazzar governor of Judah and supplied his company of people with provisions and many of the treasures, which the Babylonians had taken from the temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 5:14). 

Their main objective was to rebuild the temple, which had been lying in ruins since its destruction by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC. Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest in the seventh month began building the altar to sacrifice burnt offerings unto Yahweh. In 536 BC the second year after their arrival from Babylon they began to work and laid the foundation of the Temple (Ezra 3:1-3, 3:8-10). Their work was halted for 16 years by opposition from the people who had remained in Palestine (Ezra 4:24). These people were the local Samaritan residents whose ancestors had been imported from Assyria to the northern provinces of Israel during the first Exile into Babylon (Ezra 4:1-5). They feared the political and religious implications of a rebuilt temple in a thriving Jewish state. Therefore they opposed the project vigorously and managed to halt work until Darius the Great became King of Persia (522 BC-486 BC). 

Work on the Temple did not commence again until the second year reign of Darius in 520 BC (Ezra 4:24, Hag 1:1-15). Darius fully supported the Jews and issued an order granting them permission to continue rebuilding the temple (Ezra 6:1-12). On the sixth year reign of King Darius (Zec 4:9, Ezra 6:15), the new appointed governor Zerubbabel, and the high priest Joshua (Haggai 1:14), completed construction of the temple in 516 BC. The prophet / priest Zechariah and Haggai were among those who returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabal in the first wave (Neh 12:1). Their purpose was to rebuke and to show the people of Judah the consequences of disobedience and obedience (Haggai 1:1-12; 2:14-18; 2:7-9, 19). They also encouraged and motivated the people to complete the rebuilding of the temple with messages from Yahweh (Ezra 5:1-2, 6:14, Hag 1:12-14).

See the book of Ezra, Haggai, and Zechariah. 

· The temple represented Yahweh’s dwelling place, His manifest presence with His chosen people. 

· The destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar followed the departure of Yahweh’s dwelling glory in Jerusalem (Ezek 8:11). 

· To the Jews, the rebuilding of the temple invited the return of Yahwehs’s presence to their midst once more.  

When King Darius died in 486 BC, Xerxes (Ahasuerus), the son of Darius, took over as King of Persia from 486 BC-465 BC (see the book of Esther). After the death of King Xerxes in 465 BC Artaxerxes Longimanus became the King of Persia from 465 BC- 424 BC. 

· Esther was Artaxerxes Longimanus’s stepmother. 

· Queen Vashti gave birth to King Xerxes son, Artaxerxes Longimanus, in 483 BC.

· The book of Esther gives a glimpse of the Jews left in Persia (483 BC- 473 BC) when Haman attempted to eliminate the Jewish race.

At that time, during Judah’s history, the Persian Empire dominated the entire Near Eastern World and its administration of Judah, although done with a loose hand, was mindful of disruptions or any sings of rebellion from its appointed governors. 

Second Return to Jerusalem

In the 7th year reign of King Artaxerxes (Longimanus) in 458 BC, by the Kings decree, Ezra led the second Exile from Babylon into Jerusalem (Ezra 7: 6-26). Ezra’s mission was to initiate religious reforms; to develop the proper temple worship, to teach, establish, and implement “the book of the law of Yahweh” (Torah) among the Jews in Jerusalem (Ezra 7:10). Jerusalem needed to repent and they needed the law of Yahweh to guide them in the right direction (Ezra 9:1-15, 10:1-17). Ezra was well equipped for this task as a teacher, priest and scribe (Ezra 7:11-12). According to scholars this expedition took place 58 years after the completion of the Temple (516 BC – 458 BC = 58 years).
· A spiritual revival came in response to Ezra’s reading and teaching of “the Book of the Law of Moses” (See the book of Ezra and Nehemiah). 

Third Return to Jerusalem

In the 20th year reign of King Artarxerxes (Longimanus) in 445 BC, Nehemiah led the third Exile into Jerusalem to continue rebuilding the city and its wall (Neh 2:1-11). Daniels prophetic 70 weeks began with this decree (Dan 9:24-27). The Jews had attempted to rebuild the wall, and the city earlier in the reign of Artaxerxes; but after the protest of Rehum and Shimshai in their letter, the King ordered that the Jews be compelled by force to stop rebuilding the city and its walls (Ezra 4:8-23). Rebuilding the walls of a conquered city posted the most evident threat to the Persian central administration. Only a close confidant of the King himself could be trusted for such an operation. At the most critical point in Judah’s revitalization, Yahweh rose up Nehemiah, the King’s cupbearer and confidant (Neh 1:11, 2:1), to exercise one of the most trusted roles in the empire. Life under the Persian King Artaxerxes had its advantages for Nehemiah. Much like Joseph, Esther, and Daniel, he had attained a significant role in the palace. Nehemiah held a position from which Yahweh could use him to lead the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls in spite of its implications for Persian control of that city. 

Nehemiah was the newly appointed governor of Jerusalem by King Artaxerxes (Neh 5:14; 8:9; 10:1). During the leadership of Nehemiah, internal conflict as well as the threat of war threatened the building project of the wall. He spearheaded reforms to help solve internal conflicts and took necessary measures to resolve external threats from his enemies (Neh chapters 4-6). With Yahwehs’s good favor the wall was completed after only 52 days (Neh 6:15), but the city had not yet been finished (Neh 7:4).

In 433 BC Nehemiah returned to the service of King Artaxerxes (Neh 13:6), his brother Hanani was left in charge of Jerusalem (Neh 7:2). Nehemiah was governor of Judah for 12 years (Neh 5:14). 

The second trip back to Jerusalem in 432 BC, on the 32nd year reign of Artaxerxes, was a problem solving for Nehemiah, (Neh 13:6-7). During his absence the Jews fell into sin once more. The upholding of the Mosaic Law (Torah) and the temple life were the agenda of Nehemiah’s second term as governor (Neh chapter 13). 

Nehemiah was an extraordinary person; because of him, Judaism had a fortified city, a purified people, a dedicated and unified nation, renewed economic stability, and a new commitment to Yahweh’s law. 

These remarkable decrees by three different Kings of Persia are evidence of Yahweh’s sovereign rule over earthly Kings. Yahweh used pagan kings, and godly Jewish leaders to restore His people by re-instituting temple worship and reviving the Law of Moses. 

Yahweh also encircled His people with protection by the wall Nehemiah rebuilt, and by the law Ezra reestablished. 

Measure of Time in verse 25
For the Jews, or in the Old Testament Scriptures (Tanach), a week is any seven consecutive days ending with the Sabbath (Gen. 2:1-3). The Sabbath began at sunset Friday and lasted until sunset Saturday.

The word for “weeks” in Hebrew is “shabuwa, or shabua” (Strong's # H7620). According to Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew lexicon, it means:  “seven; a period of seven days (days or years), a week, heptad, seven (of years), week.” "Weeks", or "Sevens" is used to mean either a period of seven days or a period of seven years. 

In verse 25 years are thus described by weeks: 69 weeks of years, or 69 times 7, or 483 years, therefore this principal was used as a measure of time (Lev 25:8). 

 Leviticus 25:8 

And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years.

These are weeks of years, whereas weeks of days are described in a different way (Dan 10:2-3). A year-for-a-day principle was used in Numbers 14:34. Because of unbelief, the Israelites were to wander for 40 years in the wilderness, a year for each day that the spies were absent searching out the land. This same scale was used in Ezekiel 4:4-6: "I have appointed thee a day for each year." 
· Days (Yowm): a day (as opposed to night), 24 hour period, as defined by evening and morning in Genesis 1, as a division of time, days, lifetime, a time period; Genesis 1:14, 2:2; Exodus 20:11, 33:21, 35:2; Deuteronomy 16:8,13. 

· Weeks (Shabuwa): seven; a period of seven days, a week; Genesis 2:2; Leviticus 23:24; Deuteronomy 16:9-10.

· Months (chodesh): the new moon, month, monthly, the first day of the month, the lunar month (lunar cycle); Exodus 12:2, Leviticus 23:24. 
· Years (Shaneh): a year, as division of time, as measure of time, as indication of age, a lifetime (of years of life); Leviticus 25:1-22, 26:33-35; Deuteronomy 15; Exodus 23:10; 2nd Chronicles 36:19-21. 

The Lunar Calendar

In the book of Nehemiah we read that in the 20th year of King Artaxerxes, in the month of Nissan (Abib), the decree was given to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Neh 2:1-9). King Artaxerxes is a historical figure whose reign secular historians say began in 465 BC. 

Therefore, twenty years from that date would be 445 BC (465-20 = 445), and starting from the “Going forth of the command” unto “Messiah the Prince” there is a total of 483 years (7x7+62x7=483). According to Scholars, and Theologians, based on charts, new moons, and solar historical information, it is figured that the decree given by Artaxerxes was on March 14, 445 BC and Messiah’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem was on April 6, 32 AD. 
If we do the math and we start on March 14, 445 BC, and subtract 483 years of time we arrive at April 6, 38 AD. However, according to the scriptures Messiah entered Jerusalem and was crucified in April (Abib) in 32 AD not in 38 AD. Therefore, there is a factor in the computation, a problem that must first be addressed in order to arrive at the corret date. 

We have to look at the fact that, the length of a year in the time of Daniel was not the same as it is in our day. A year in Daniels day was exactly 360 days long. As the earth rotates around the Sun and the moon revolves around the Earth, the Hebrews used the moon to calculate the number of days in a year. This is known as the Lunar Calendar. The Hebrew lunar calendar consisted (and still consists) of 12 months of 30 days each, resulting in a 360 day-year (12 x 30 = 360). We can observe from Genesis 7-8 that the flood continued for 5 months or 150 days, a month was 30 days. 

According to today’s astronomers the precise duration of the moon's orbital period is 27.3 days, close to 30 days. Technically, on an average time, it usually takes 27 days, 7 hours, 43 minutes, and 11.47 seconds for the moon to orbit around the earth. In fact, the time it takes for the moon to go from one point in the sky and back to the same point may vary by as much as 7 hours. This period of time is in relation to the stars. A more useful timing of the moon's journey around the earth is the interval between one new moon and the next. It takes the moon, again on an average, 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes, and 2.78 seconds to go from one phase to the same phase again. This period may vary by as much as 13 hours. A lunar month may vary from 29.26 to 29.80 days. The average lunar month is 29.530588 days or slightly more than 29.5 days. So, based on the facts a lunar month is not less than 29 days or more than 30 days. Because of this, the ancient calendar that was used by the Babylonians, Hebrews, Greeks, and most other nations in antiquity had years of varying length. Most years had 12 months [or 'moons'], but some years had 13 months. The priests of the various nations would determine the length of the year by observation, and there was a fair bit of confusion when bad weather interfered with observations of the moon. The Hebrews determined the length of the year also by observation of the new moon, which was just prior to the barley harvest. This time of the year was in the spring (Abib) just when the barley was beginning to ripen, but before it’s harvesting. 

Two factors have to be taken into consideration when determining the significance of Daniel’s 483 years. [1] The change in calendar; currently we use the Gregorian calendar or the Roman calendar which is determined on a solar basis with a precise duration of the earth’s orbital period of 365.25 days. In the solar calendar the days of the months vary from 28 to 31. [2] The Hebrew calendar; which was based upon a 360 lunar day-year calendar consisting of 29 to 30 days every month. 

With this information attained we can say that any prophetic year in the Old Testament has 360 days. Therefore, in Daniel’s day a day was 24 hours exactly the same as in our day. By using days, instead of years, we can reconcile the two calendar methods. 

In view of these facts the problem regarding Daniel’s prophetic timetable is solved and we can do the math to establish the date of Yahshuas triumphal entry and of His crucifixion in relation to our calendar. 

Computations of the Astronomer Royal of England

We know there are 360 days to a biblical year: 360 x 483 = 173,880 days. All together we are dealing with 173,880 days. There are 365 days to a year in our calendar. If we divide our 365 days into 173,880 days we get 476 years. 476 years times 365 days we get 173,740 days. Add 24 days (from March 14 to April 6) plus add 116 days for leap years, we get a total of 173,880 days.

     Commandment to




                           The Messiah

     Restore Jerusalem




               The King




              69 x 7 x 360 = 173,880 days





            476 years x 365 days =173,740 days




            Add March 14 to April 6 = 24 days




           (both days inclusive)

     Decree of Artaxerxes      Add for Leap Years       = 116 days     The Triumphal Entry

     Longimanus (20th year)

                                               April 6, 32 AD into

     March 14, 445 BC 
 Total no. of days  =  173,880 days              Jerusalem
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              *According to the Jewish calendar, that decree was on the 1st of Abib (Nisan).

Taking into account lunar cycles and intercalculary years we can determine that this 483 year period (69 weeks) ended in 32 A.D. on Abib 10 (April 6)– the day of Messiahs triumphal entry into Jerusalem and the same day Israel is commanded to select a lamb four days before the Passover. The very day on which Yahshua, upon seeing Jerusalem, said, “if you only knew, even in this your day, the things that belong to your peace, but now they are hidden from your eyes” (Luke 19:42-44). This was the day anyone reading Daniel should have known the Messiah was to appear. Four days later on the day of Passover (Lev 23:5-6) Messiah was crucified. This prophecy was fulfilled and it was predicted 483 years before it happened.
Note that the prophet Daniel gave the Jews the time frame so that they could narrow down who Messiah would be and when He was to appear. The Messiah had to come 483 years after the command given by Arterxerxes was issued and before the Temple was again destroyed giving the Jews no excuse as to not recognizing Him. 

When Yahshua said, "whoso readeth let him understand," (Matt 24:15). He was referring to those who would read Daniel's 70 weeks prophesy.
How Do We Know It Was The Month Of Abib (March-April)?

Well, New Testament scriptures tell us that Yahshuah would be crucified during the Passover feast (Matt 26:2, 4-5; Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1-2; John 13:1; John 18:28-29, 39; John 19:14) and to be precise, scripture also tells us that Yahshuah was actually crucified on the day of Passover (John 19:14-23; 1st Cor 5:7). He was the Passover lamb sacrificed for all humanity.
John 13:1

1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father.
John 18:28-29
28 Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.

29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, "What charges are you bringing against this man?"
John 18:39
39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release 'the king of the Jews'?"
John 19:14-18
14 It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. "Here is your king," Pilate said to the Jews.
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.
17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).

18 Here they crucified him, and with him two others--one on each side and Jesus in the middle.

Old Testament scriptures tell us the month in which Yahweh designed for the Passover feast to be celebrated by the Jews (Ex 13:3-4; Lev 23:5-6; Deut 16:1).
Exodus 13:3-4

3 Then Moses said to the people, "Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing containing yeast.

4 Today, in the month of Abib, you are leaving.

Leviticus 23:5-6

5 The Lord's Passover begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month.

6 On the fifteenth day of that month the Lord's Feast of Unleavened Bread begins; for seven days you must eat bread made without yeast.

Deuteronomy 16:1

1 Observe the month of Abib and celebrate the Passover of the LORD your God, because in the month of Abib he brought you out of Egypt by night.

· The month of Abib (Aviv) is the same month as Nisan. 
· Abib (Aviv) was the name of the month given to Moses by Yahweh and Nisan was the name adopted by the Hebrews when exiled to Babylon and adopting their culture.
Moses was told by Yahweh to also keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread during the month of Abib. During the week of unleavened bread, the third week of Abib, there was to be a sheaf of grain (barley) waved as part of the ceremony. The harvest could be under way during the time of this ceremony, but none of it could be eaten until after the ritual. 
Leviticus 23:9-11
9 The LORD said to Moses,

10 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When you enter the land I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. 
11 He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath.
What is Abib?
Abib indicates a stage in the development of the barley crops. This is clear from Ex 9:31-32 which describes the devastation caused by the plague of hail. The month of the Abib is the month which commences after the barley has reached the stage of Abib. 2-3 weeks after the beginning of the month the barley has moved beyond the stage of Abib and is ready to be brought as the "wave-sheaf offering" (Hanafat HaOmer). The "wave-sheaf offering" is a sacrifice brought from the first stalks cut in the harvest and is brought on the Sunday which falls out during Passover. This is described in Leviticus 23:10-11.
Leviticus 23: 10-11

"When ye come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest unto the priest: And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord..."
From this it is clear that the barley, which was Abib at the beginning of the month, has become harvest-ready 15-21 days later (i.e by the Sunday during Passover). Therefore, the month of the Abib can not begin unless the barley has reached a stage where it will be harvest-ready 2-3 weeks later.
According to agricultural data; barley harvest begins in the first half of April by today's calendar. "Barley begins to ripen in Palestine with the beginning of April, and in the lower and warmer parts the cutting is begun at the end of the same month” Giovanni V. Schiaparelli, “Astronomy in the Old Testament”, 1905 Oxford, Clarendon Press, London, 
The Interval

Daniel 9:26

And after threescore and two weeks (62 Weeks) shall Messiah be cut off (sacrificed), but not for himself (for the sins of the world): and the people (Roman Army) of the prince (Roman General Titus) that shall come shall destroy (burn) the city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary (Temple); and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. (KJV)
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Verse 26 also focuses on specific events that will occur at Yahweh’s appointed time. At a certain point within the 62 weeks, or 434 years, the Messiah would come into the world born of a virgin as prophesied by Isaiah (Isa 7:14). His earthly ministry would also take place within the 62 weeks time period. But, after the end of the 62 weeks (or the 69 weeks in total counting the first 7 weeks) shall Messiah be cut off (crucified) and not for Himself but for the sins of the whole world. 

· Old Testament Prophecies are fulfilled with the Messiah's birth, ministry, and crucifixion.

· The date of Messiah’s birth, ministry, and crucifixion is evidently not specified in verse 26 except that he will be cut off after the "sixty-two weeks." 

· Cut off - karath H3772: to cut (off) to covenant, make an alliance or bargain, orig. by cutting flesh and passing between the pieces (Gen 15:9-10). 

· It is an unconditional covenant, infinite, and eternal. 

The 62 weeks run out about 32 AD, with Messiah’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Zech 9:9; Matt 21:1-11; Luke 19:30-44), four days later He was crucified. Technically the cruxifiction of Messiah occurs within the time frame of the interval (the gap), also known as the dispensational period, or the church age (times of the gentiles) by many scholars. 

· Biblically and historically the first 69 weeks have been fulfilled, ending with Messiah’s entry into Jerusalem (the first advent of Messiah).
 The next important prophetic event to occur within this time period (the interval) in verse 26 is the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. Before this point, Daniel was praying for the restoration of Jerusalem (9:1-19). The city was destroyed by the Babylonians when he, Daniel, was in Babylon 586 BC. In verse 26 the angel Gabriel is informing Daniel that the city of Jerusalem will be destroyed again after he was told that the city and its wall would be rebuilt (9:24). From Daniel’s perspective, he was viewing the (future) destruction of Jerusalem after its restoration by Nehemiah. 
Gabriel informs Daniel that this destruction will occur by “the people of the prince that shall come.” This prophecy was fulfilled by the Roman general Titus, son of the Emperor Vespasian in 70 AD when he laid siege to Jerusalem. Titus completely destroyed Jerusalem and the temple buildings, after zealous Jews revolted against Rome. Not one stone of the Temple building remained standing on another (Matt 24:2; Mk 13:2; Luke 19:43-44). Stones were pried apart as the Roman army searched to collect the gold that melted when the temple was set on fire. Widespread destruction and chaos engulfed the city of Jerusalem. Many Jews were killed instantly at the hands of the Roman army, “and the end thereof shall be with a flood.”

Afterwards the Jewish people were dispersed throughout the world by the Romans who wanted to stop any future rebellions, “and unto the end of the war desolations are determined”. This incident is recorded by the Jewish historian "Josephus" who witnessed the event. Deuteronomy 28, and Luke 21 was fulfilled as the children of Israel were scattered  throughout the earth (Deu 28:64-65; Luke 21:20-24). The Roman scattering of the Jews occurred 600 years after Daniel. Rome would continue to rule over Israel until the 4th century AD. 
Luke 21:24

They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
· Biblically and historically the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans validates the fulfillment of prophecy related to Israel in verse 26.

Before we continue into verse 27, I would like to point out that today there are 2 entirely different opinions or interpretation s held by theologians and scholars when it comes to the time frame between verse 26 and verse 27. The FULFILLED (Historicists) say that the 70th week follows directly after the 69th week, and the FUTURIST (Dispensationalist) say that there is a gap between the 69th week and the 70th week called the times of the Gentiles or the dispensational (church) period, which is where we are today in the time line of history. 

THE FUTURIST (Dispensationalist) VIEW: The futurist interpretation (in a nut shell) is that a huge gap of 2,000 years or so separates the 70th week from the 69 weeks that measured unto Messiah. During this gap period Yahweh does not deal with the Jews anymore until the 70th week, instead He is only dealing with the church until its rapture. They believe in a pre-tribulation rapture of the church. The 70th week refers to the Antichrist who will make a covenant with the Jews. This covenant will allow them to offer sacrifices in a "rebuilt" temple at Jerusalem for seven years, but after three and a half years he will break this covenant and cause the sacrifices to cease.
As far as the scriptures are concerned, I am in agreement with the Futurist interpretation that there is a huge gap between the 69 weeks and the 70th week. I also agree with their views on the final week (70th week) of prophecy, which refers to the anti-Christ and the 7-year tribulation period. However, I do not agree that this prophecy in any way indicates that Yahweh would stop dealing with Israel, and would put the Jews aside in order to concentrate only on the (Gentile) church between the 69th and 70th week. History and the scriptures bear witness that this gap or dispensational period concerns Israel (Jewish people), the church (Jews and Gentiles), and the Gentile Nations. Up to our present age we can clearly see that Yahweh is still not done dealing with Israel. I believe that this is where the heresy of “Replacement theology” originated from (Rom 9:6-8, 11:17-21). 

Three prophetic events in verse 26, which occurred after the 69th week testifies that within the gap period Yahweh continues to deal with Israel.

1.The crucifixion of Messiah.

2.The destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. 

3.The dispersion of the Jews throughout the world.

Remember that in verse 24, Daniel was told that the prophecy was about "his people" and the city of Jerusalem. Certainly, the Messiah being cut off, the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, and the dispersion of the Jews throughout the world concern Jerusalem and Daniel's people! Yahshua specifically said that its fulfillment was Yahweh's judgment on Israel for not accepting Him as Messiah (Luke 19:41-44).
Luke 19:41-44

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you."

Furthermore, In the New Testament scriptures Paul speaks of Yahweh's dealing with Israel by provoking the Jewish nation to jealousy through the Gospel going to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:11). Yahweh did not begin dealing with Israel in 445 BC, when the first prophetic week began with the command of Artaxerxes to rebuild Jerusalem. Yahweh has been dealing with His people since the time of the patriarchs, and even while they were being held captive in Babylon. Likewise after that, during the years of Israel’s rule by the Gentile Nations Yahweh was still dealing with the Jews, because prophecy was being fulfilled.

The times of the Gentiles rule over Israel (Luke 21:24)

· Rome became a Byzantine Empire and ruled over Israel from Constantinople.

· Byzantine control over Jerusalem fell to invading Muslim armies in 638 AD. 

· For the next 1300 years, Muslims controlled Jerusalem and the lands of Israel. 

· In the 11th and 12th centuries, the Crusaders from Europe ruled Israel. 

· The Ottoman Turkish Empire ruled Israel from 1517-1917. 

· The British defeated the Turks in the First World War and ruled Israel from 

1917-1947.

· In May 1948 after the near genocide of the Jewish people by  Nazi Germany during World War II, Israel came into existence as a Jewish nation again.
The return of the Jews to Israel from the four corners of the earth, the Jewish nation's rebirth in 1948 after 1,900 years of gentile rule, and regaining control of the city of Jerusalem in 1967 are all the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies (Deu 30:3-5; Isa 11:12, 43:5-6; Ezek 11:17), that which Yahweh has determined for “thy people and upon thy holy city”. How then can it be said that Yahweh is not dealing with Israel during this time gap?

· In fact the gathering of the Jewish people is one of the most prophesied events in Old Testament scriptures.  
A totally different interpretation to that of the FUTURISTS concerning the gap period (the times of the Gentiles) in verse 26, and the final week (70th week) of prophecy in verse 27, is that of the FULFILLED (Historicist) view. 

THE FULFILLED (Historicist) VIEW: The fulfilled interpretation (in a nut shell) is that no gap is to be placed between the 69th week and the 70th week. That, the 70th week followed directly after the 69th week in a logical sequence. Furthermore, the 70th week refers to Christ and not to the Antichrist. The 69 weeks measured "unto Messiah" and in the midst of the 70th week after three and a half years of ministry—he was cut off in death. This sacrifice, being the perfect sacrifice, and causing all of the sacrifices to cease was accomplished at Calvary when Christ became the final sacrifice for sin. According to this view the 70th week has biblically, and historically been fulfilled. 

They believe where it says, “to anoint the most Holy” in verse 24 is in reference to Messiah and not to the temple. Their view holds that the things, which Messiah said would happen in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, were things that happened before the destruction of the temple in 70 AD. They say that the Roman armies, which surrounded Jerusalem destroying the city and the temple, caused the “abomination of desolation” spoken in Daniel 27. According to them the "Great Tribulation" has already happened as a result of the judgment that fell upon the Jewish people with the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. The "Great Tribulation" was clearly local to Judea only and not worldwide. 

Obviously the two interpretations the FUTURIST and the FULFILLED are far apart and contradictive in their views. Right now I am not going to get into a full-blown theological debate between the two interpretations that I leave to you. However, I will say that the FULFILLED interpretation has many contradicting views to that found in the scriptures regarding the 70th week of Daniel in verse 27, and the 7-year tribulation period in the book of Revelation. By claiming that the "Great Tribulation" has already happened and that its event was clearly local to Judea only, not worldwide, they leave out many of the events that occur in the book of Revelation that did not occur during the Roman siege of Jerusalem. For example just to name a few:

· The great earthquake (Rev 6:12).

· The sun turns black and the moon turns blood red (Rev 6:12).

· The mountains and islands removed from its place (Rev 6:14).

· Hail and fire mixed with blood (Rev 8:7).

· A third of the earth was burned up (Rev 8:7).

· A third of the sea was turned into blood (Rev 8:8).

· A third of mankind was killed (Rev 9:18).

· The 2 hundred million mounted troops (Rev 9:16).

· The two witnesses, which occurs in the middle of the 70th week (Rev 11:3).

· Huge hailstones falling from the sky weighting 100 Lbs (Rev 16:21). 

Furthermore, if you do a word study of Daniel verse 27 you will note that the translation of certain Hebrew words do not correspond with their interpretation. For example: The word “abominations” is the Hebrew word “shiqquwts, or shiqquts” (Strong's # H8251). According to Strong’s Dictionary, it means: disgusting, i.e. filthy; espec. idolatrous or (concr.) an idol:--abominable filth (idol, -ation), detestable (thing).

Derived from the root word “shaqats” (Strong's # H8262) meaning: a prim. root; to be filthy, i.e. (intens.) to loathe, pollute:--abhor, make abominable, have in abomination, detest, utterly. 

According to Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew lexicon, the word “abominations” (shiqquwts) means: detestable thing or idol, abominable thing, abomination, idol, detested thing. The root word “shaqats” means: to detest, make abominable, count filthy, make detestable.

The word “abominations” or “shiqquwts” appears in the Old Testament Scriptures many times, always having the same meaning, and always referring to the worship of pagan deities (Idolatry), that which is detestable to Yahweh (Deut 29:17, 1Ki 11:5,7; 2Ki 23:13,24; 2Ch 15:8; Isa 66:3; Jer 4:1, 7:30, 32:34; Eze 5:11, 11:21, 20:7,30; Dan 11:31; 12:11). It’s meaning is not associated to an attack, a siege, an invasion, or the destruction of any kind to a city, or temple, the way the FULFILLED view interprets it. 

Likewise, at the end of the 69th week which ended with the death of Messiah to the prince that would come was a period of 37 years before the rest of the 26th verse was fulfilled. We can clearly see that the 70th week could not immediately follow the 69th week. There is a gap between the 69th and 70th week weather they like it or not.
The following comment was made by someone who believes that the FULFILLED view is the correct interpretation, and is an example when our interpretations do not come from the Bible (from Yahweh), but from the mind of man. In “his” case the scriptures was subject to “his” private and personal interpretations. 

“The FUTURIST interpretation holds out a false hope to Israel after the flesh and to the Jewish nation in telling them that they are still God's chosen nation, and that in spite of their continued unbelief they will be brought back into the land, build the temple, and be accepted of God and protected by Him in a so-called tribulation period of seven years. The reason Satan has beclouded these verses to the minds of so many is because they spell the doom of the Jewish nation nearly 2000 years ago. These verses teach us that God prophesied to Daniel that the Jewish nation would finish the transgressions during these 70 weeks (or 490 years) and that they would be cut off from God as a nation because of their sin.”

This is clearly an example of anti Semitism, and why it is very important that we look closely at the Word of Yahweh and forsake all speculation, which is in contrary to it. We must always compare different views, or interpretations with the scriptures to see if they are true or not. 

The FULFILLED viewers do not realize that in order to usher in the 70th week of Daniel certain events are necessary to occur historically. Old Testament prophecy must be fulfilled first. For what has been determined by Yahweh must take place. For example in Luke 21:24 Messiah made a prophetic statement to the Jews “Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” 
The re-emerging of Israel as a nation in 1948 among the nations of the world after nearly 2,000 years was essential before the 70th week could begin, and before Messiah can return for the second time. When Israel regained control over the city of Jerusalem in 1967, and the recent return of the Jews to their homeland from the four corners of the earth as prophesied (Deut 30:4-5, Ezekiel 36), that nailed down the final preparations for the possibility of the 70th week. Why? Because, the prophecy given to Daniel was for "your people and your holy city" (9:24). The Jews never regained control of Israel as a nation after the Roman Empire crumbled. Israel was continually under foreign (Gentile) rule until 1948 when they became a Jewish state or a Jewish nation again. Now with Israel back in the land, growing tired of the constant conflict of terrorism, Palestinian and world pressure, and looking for a real solution to peace, she is more ready now than ever before to sign a peace covenant with someone (the son of perdition) with the political and military resources to guarantee the peace she so desperately desires. One day, perhaps soon, she'll sign the covenant spoken of in Daniel 9:27 and Isaiah 28:15, 18. When that happens, the 70th Week will have begun.

The 70th Week (7 Year Tribulation)

Daniel 9:27

And he (anti-christ) shall confirm the covenant (peace treaty) with many (Jews & Arabs) for one week (seven years): and in the midst of the week (3 1/2 years) he shall cause the (temple) sacrifice and the oblation (offerings) to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations (an idol) he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. (KJV)
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In Daniel's vision (25-27) the weeks are divided into three parts, seven weeks equaling 49 years; sixty-two weeks, totaling 434 years; and one week, the 70th week, equaling 7 years (49 + 434 + 7 = 490 years). Only 69 weeks of years that were prophesied in Daniel chapter 9 have passed on the Jewish People up to this point.  

From the time the "Commandment was given" to restore and build Jerusalem unto " Messiah the Prince" was 483 years.  However, the number of years determined by Yahweh on Daniel's people were 490 years (70 weeks). Seven years of the 490 are still to be fulfilled. The interval (gap), or the times of the gentiles, will terminate at an unspecified moment with the rapture of the church, or the breaking of the first seal in the book of Revelation, and will usher in Daniel's 70th week. There are some who believe that the rapture will occur in the middle of the tribulation period and there are others who believe in a post-tribulation rapture, I will not debate this issue at this time but I disagree. This last week (70th week) also known as the 7-year tribulation period, will be fulfilled at the end of the present age at Yahweh’s appointed time. This remaining 7 years will focus mainly on Israel and the future Jewish Temple. The 70th week will immediately precede the second coming of Christ and His millennium reign on earth (Dan 7:14, 18, 22, 27).
Like in verse 26, there are also different views or interpretations regarding the prophetic passage in verse 27. Daniel’s vision of the 70th week constitutes one of the pivotal prophecies of chapter 9, whether the amillennial interpretation of it as historical (FULFILED) or the premillennial view as prophetic (FUTURISTS) is adopted. Depending on the view implemented by the individual it will definitely change the perspective of the outcome at the end times. Personally I choose not to classify myself in neither of these two views. I go by what the scriptures say. For example, some say that the “he” in the beginning of the verse refers to Messiah, and others say that it refers to the same personage as in verse 26, the Roman General Titus. Yet others say that “he” refers to the Antichrist who is to come. Who is right? Or, whom do we believe? I says no one, do your own research to find the truth.

According to my research, there is a switch in perspective within Titus “the prince that shall come” in verse 26 and the personage in verse 27, I believe they are not the same. Neither do I believe that Gabriel is refering to Messiah as the personage in verse 27. The key word here is “abomination” or in Hebrew “shiqquwts” (Strong's # H8251). The word “abomination” contradicts the amillennial (FULFILED) views.  

In verse 27 Gabriel informs Daniel of an individual who will make a covenant with the nation of Israel during the 70th week.  The covenant will be a seven-year agreement and will be with “many” indicating more then just Israel, “and he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week.” Then, in the middle of the seven years he will break the covenant by putting an end to the Temple sacrifices and offerings, “and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease”. After that, he will set up the abomination that causes desolation in the Temple of Yahweh. There can be no doubt that the individual in the beginning of verse 27 is the same individual who half way through the verse causes the abomination of desolation in the temple of Yahweh. 

Abomination of desolation is a special term used throughout the Old Testament scriptures especially in Daniel 9:27, 11:31, and 12:11. The word “abomination” (shiqquwts) is always used when referring to a pagan altar (shrine), the worship of pagan deities, or a heathen idol. In the New Testament scriptures Messiah quotes the book of Daniel during His earthly ministry also referring to the abomination that causes desolation (Matt 24:15, Mark 13:14). 

Matthew 24:15 So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel--let the reader understand—

The key words in Matthew 24:15 is “when you see standing in the holy place”. How can Messiah be associated to the personage referred to by the amillennialists in verse 27? Messiah by no means would cause an abomination in the temple of Yahweh; on the contrary He whipped those men out of the temple courts for turning it into a market (John 2:14-16). On the same note, there was no time for Titus to erect a pagan deity of any kind in the holy place in 70 AD because the temple was set on fire and totally destroyed by the Roman soldiers. Most of all, it is significantly important that Israel became a Jewish nation once again and not be under Gentile rule before the prophecy of Daniel 9:27 could be fulfilled. 

As in Daniel 11:31, the historical situation was apparently the building of an altar, or an idol of Zeus in the Temple of Yahweh by Antiochus Epiphanes. Back then for the Jewish people Zeus was known as “baal shamem” (lord of heaven). The Jewish people did not want to write or pronounce the pagan term “baal” and so they substituted with the word  “abomination” (shiqquwts).

I believe the description of Daniels prophecy of the 70th week merges into a portrayal of the Antichrist in the last days as in the book of Revelation, whose hostility to Yahweh and His people is the same as was foreshadowed by Antiochus Epiphanes in Daniel 11:30-31. Like in the book of Revelation this personage during the 70th week (tribulation period) will bring a temporary false peace to the world by making a peace covenant with Israel and its Muslim neighbors for a period of 7 years. This covenant with the Jews will restore their Judaic ritual of sacrifice to Yahweh in the newly rebuilt temple, and then in the middle of the week (3 1/2 years) he will break the covenant with Israel and stop the Temple rituals. He will cause the abomination of desolation in the Holy Place as described in Matthew 24:15. This covenant break will fulfill Daniel 12: 11 and 2nd Thess 2:3-11. This also views verse 27 as dealing with the last three-and-one-half years of the Great Tribulation (Matt 24:15-28). This era is connected with the "time of distress" spoken of by Daniel (12:1), with the "abomination of desolation" (Matt 24:15) and with the "hour of testing" (Rev 3:10).

In order for the temple rituals to stop, and the abomination of desolation to take place in the middle of the 70th week, a future temple must be built first (Rev 11:1-2). Since the Roman siege in 70 AD the city of Jerusalem has been restored but the temple to this very day does not exist. The last remaining vestige of the Temple is the Wailing Wall. Today  the third most holy site to Islam, The Dome of the Rock, occupies  the spot where the Temple stood.  The personage in verse 27 will make a covenant agreement and the Jews will be allowed to start up the sacrificial system of worship again, which has been stopped since the Roman Army destroyed the Temple. Yahweh has only allowed one location for the Temple to be built, in the city of Jerusalem on the top of Mt. Moriah, where the Dome of the Rock now stands. Mohammed claimed to ascend into Heaven and meet Jesus, Moses, Abraham and God from this same location. The Muslim population is 1.3 Billion, over 20% of the Earth population. The Jewish population is 20 million world wide with only 5 million living in  Israel. The Muslim world claims rights over east Jerusalem which includes the Temple Mount. The Arab-Israeli War of 1967 gave Israel control of the Temple Mount.  Israel to this present time has allowed Muslim stewardship over this sacred location to preserve world peace. 

The 70th week will see a restoration of the fourth worldly kingdom spoken of in Daniel. The fourth worldly kingdom was represented by the legs of Iron in the image (statue) of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel chapter 2, and by the terrible beast in Daniel chapter 7. This fourth kingdom is known biblically and historically as the Roman Empire. The feet of iron mixed with clay represents the latter phase of this kingdom, the revived Roman Empire. The new Roman Empire will be restored in time for the tribulation period and will consist of a confederation of 10 kings or kingdoms (the 10 toes) headed by the little horn of Daniel (Dan 7:8) also known as the son of perdition (2nd Thess 2:3) or the anti-Christ.

Zechariah 12:3

And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.

For more detailed information on the events of the 70th week see the book of Revelation.
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