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Israel Security Arrest Bomber of Israeli Messianic Teenager
 
Dear Patrick & Cynthia,
Shalom from Israel!  
 

The Israeli news this week has been full of the arrest of Ya'akov Teitel,  a self-confessed 'Jewish terrorist' who was responsible for a string of terrorist activities including the March 2008 attack on an Israeli Messianic teenager in the city of Ariel.
 

Two years ago during the Feast of Purim, Ami Ortiz, the 15 year old son of a Messianic Jewish pastor was seriously injured when a bomb exploded in his hands. The bomb was concealed in a Purim gift package labelled "Happy Purim" and placed on the Ortiz family's front doorstep.  Ami opened the package on their kitchen table, detonating the bomb. He suffered serious shrapnel injuries and burns all over his body. It is a miracle that he is alive today but he survived thanks to the prayers of believers from all around the world and after numerous hospital procedures. 
 

The Ortiz family has suffered minor harassment in the past for their faith, such as threats by several radical religious groups including Moslem factions and Ultra-Orthodox organizations. Posters were put up around their neighborhood on several occasions warning the community to steer clear of the "dangerous missionaries".  The man currently in police custody has also confessed to putting up such 'hate' posters.
 

Shin Bet, the Israel Security Agency, announced this week that they had arrested Ya'akov Teitel, a 37 year old, Ultra-Orthodox Jewish immigrant from the USA for allegedly performing a series of deadly terrorist shootings and bombings against both Jews and Arabs spanning 12 years.  Police released photos of a large weapons cache seized at Teitel's home where he also put together his bombs. Yesterday, a second suspect was also arrested.  
 

Israelis have reacted with shock as the details of the crimes were reported by the National media. These attacks go against Jewish values and the basic fabric of Israeli society.  The Ortiz family were interviewed on Israeli TV and appeared in all the major newspapers. Ami expressed his sense of betrayal. "It really hurt," he said, "because it's like your own brother has done something like this to you." The family had the opportunity to express their desire that justice would be done but also pity for the perpetrator's family. 
 

We praise God for the arrest of the man that made this terrible attack on our Messianic community and also for the opportunity for Messianic Jews to be highlighted in the media and for many Israelis to be exposed to our faith. 
· Pray for the opportunity to use this media focus on Messianic Jews to share the Gospel with Israelis.
· Pray for justice to be done.
· Pray for the Ortiz family and for continued healing for Ami Ortiz.
· Pray for protection and wisdom for all the Messianic believers in Israel.
· Pray for those who persecute us for our faith.
 



	
	
	


