Subject: Fw: Very Serious Article

Let the truth be told. Paul said examine yourself; to see if you're really in the faith. 1Cor 13:5
 

Unbelieving "Christians" who will miss the rapture
 

A newspaper article this morning caused me to check the Internet for a survey by the Pew Foundation concerning the beliefs of those who call themselves "Christians."  The results are shocking.
 
I don't know how Pew defines the word "Christians" but here is some of what they found.
 
The question involves whether or not one believes that his faith is the only way to heaven or, in other words, whether or not the Bible is true and whether or not Jesus lied about His identity and God's plan of salvation.  
 
According to the survey, the following percentages do NOT believe Jesus Christ is the only way:
 
From mainline churches: 83%
Evangelicals: 57%
Catholics: 79%
Mostly black churches 59%

See article at  http://religions.pewforum.org/comparisons#
 
In other words, the percentages above represent those who claim to be Christians who do not believe the Bible is true and believe that Jesus lied about Himself and His mission.  Is it any wonder that Barack Obama does not believe that Jesus is the only way?  He is in the majority.
 
This is absolutely stunning, but not totally surprising, and it confirms the opinions of many that few pew-sitters will make the rapture but will be left behind.  It is particularly shocking that only 43% of those who claim to be "evangelical" believe that Christ is the only way!  By definition, they are obviously mislabeling (and deceiving) themselves.
 
The fact is that, in my opinion, those dissenters are not real Christians.  Real Christians are only those who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ and who profess His deity.  They have been born again by His Spirit.  They are new creatures in Christ.  
 
True, one does not have to know and understand all the terminology and theology to be saved, but as a minimum they must believe that "Jesus is Lord" (God in human form, Romans 10:8-9), that He died to save them, that He rose from the dead, and that there is no other way, as Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said, "There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:7).
 
Based on the above numbers, I would estimate that a maximum of only about 30% of those who claim to be Christians will qualify for the rapture or are even saved.  This is largely due to unbelieving pastors, trained in unbelief in their seminaries.  They will be accountable for those souls.  You would think they would go get honest work somewhere.
 
It may be even less.  Of that 30%, how many are eagerly watching for His appearing, another apparent qualification?  "To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation" (Hebrews 9:28).
 
Out of every 10 true Christians you know, how many are eagerly waiting for Him?  From my experience, I would estimate maybe two or three at most, or 20-30%.
 
Figure it out.

 

Jim Bramlett
 

